
 Robert John Little, his wife Merlyn
Isabell (Edsall) Little, and Stanley Eric
Little were involved  in the Hyde Railway
disaster of 4 June 1943. They were
treated at the Ranfurly Hospital
[https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:
1943_Hyde_Railway_Disaster].
According to the NZ Herald of 5 June,
Robert (of Moutere) sustained a broken
leg, Merlyn (also of Moutere) back
injuries, and Stanley (of Centrebush) a
fractured arm.

Moutere was a pastoral district, occupied
chiefly by sheep runs. It was on the
Manuherikia Plain, near Chatto Creek.
There was a small school at Moutere, but
the post office was at the Chatto Creek
hotel. The Otago Central railway ran
through Chatto Creek, which had been a
stopping place for the coaches running
daily between Alexandra and Ida Valley.

Subsequent reports about the rail disaster (Press 7
June 1943) gave Robert John Little, Chatto Creek,
aged 34, fractured leg; Mrs Merlyn Little, Chatto
Creek, aged 23, fractured arm and concussion;
Stanley E Little, Centre Bush, Southland, aged 29,
fractured arm.

The Cromwell–Dunedin express, heading for Dunedin
and travelling at speed, derailed while rounding a
curve near Hyde in Central Otago. Twenty-one of the
113 passengers on board were killed and 47 injured
in what was then New Zealand’s worst rail accident.

When locomotive Ab782 left the rails at 1.45pm all
seven carriages followed. Four were telescoped
together and several were smashed to pieces. The
survivors did what they could for each other until help arrived 90 minutes later. Rescue work continued
through the night.

A board of inquiry found the locomotive had entered the bend at perhaps 112km per hour, more than twice
the speed limit for that section of track. Engine driver John Corcoran was subsequently found guilty of
manslaughter and sentenced to three years’ in prison. Some have argued that Corcoran, fatigued after
working long hours, was a scapegoat for a Railways Department happy to absolve itself of any blame.

The Hyde derailment remains the second-worst rail disaster in New Zealand’s history – surpassed only by
the 1953 Tangiwai tragedy - https://nzhistory.govt.nz/cromwell-dunedin-express-train-tragedy

Hyde railway disaster

The train derailed, with the engine coming to rest against the side of the
cutting 60m from where it derailed; the boiler burst, extinguishing the fire in
the firebox but severely scalding the fireman. The carriages piled up around it.

All seven passenger carriages left the tracks, with the second
overturning and coming to rest in front of the locomotive
while four of the other carriages telescoped together.

Recently my research has taken me to Central Otago and I discovered that some members of the family I
was looking into were involved in the Hyde Railway disaster of 1943. Liz Shea, during her stay in Dunedin,
found time to do some research for me at National Archives there and found  60 pages of correspondence!



National Archives in
Dunedin holds over 60
pages of correspondence
pertaining to the Littles’
injuries and consequent
claims. These are some of
them.


